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ABSTRACT 

A tester for testing components of a communication system, such as an optical 
communication system is disclosed. The tester may utilize a testing method to test a 
communication component (e.g. a cable or repeater) by stressing a test signal. The 
tester may utilize external transmitters and external receivers in order to implement the 
test in a similar communication environment as the tested communication components 
normally operate. 
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